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contingency, and would not be embarrassed by his declension    I then shewed him a letter from a friend of Gen. Peter B. Porter, giving his assent to be our candidate, if we desired it, and left him. I had before this communicated my apprehension on the point of 1 ates' firmness to Chief Justice Thompson, who scouted the idea. At our separate caucus a Senator from the Southern district, Mr. Crosby, with whom opposition to Mr. Clinton was an absorbing passion, presented his venerable and imposing figure to the meeting,  and expressed a desire to ask a few questions of Mr. Van Buren, if he had no objections to answer them.    On receiving a satisfactory assurance he asked for my opinion of the probable result of the approaching Convention.   I gave him my impression in regard to our numbers, and my reasons for fearing that these would,  under the  circumstances, be  diminished rather than increased, and that consequently we must be defeated.   This, he said, was his own opinion, and he then desired to know whether in such an event I was willing to retire, with others similarly disposed, and to put Gen. Porter in nomination.    I answered promply and decidedly, " No ! " and after stating the part that we had taken in getting up the convention, and our consequent obligation to acquiesce in the result, added that if we could be found capable of opposing its decision for no other reason than because we found ourselves in a minority, our bad faith would reducq us from our present elevated position as the main body, justly so regarded, of the Republican party of the State, to that of a faction, like the Burrites and Lewisites, which struggled for short seasons and then disappeared from the stage; but that if, on the other hand, we calmly pursued a steady and consistent course—upholding the time honored usages of the party and submitting to all that was done under them, until \ve  could  regain the  ascendancy in the  usual way—and if Mr, Clinton   should,   notwithstanding,   subject  his   administration  to federal influences, as we all supposed he would, and as I thought he would not be able to avoid doing even if he were so disposed, we would soon have the power to overthrow it, and to re-establish the Republican party upon its ancient foundations.   These views. I added, were founded upon the assumption that the convention would be organized with tolerable firmness, but if the majority committed, in its organization, some act of violence, some palpable outrage that would be apparent to all, I would consider the binding character of their proceedings destroyed, and would in that case, and only in that case, unite with those who might be so disposed, retire from the Convention, and appeal to the People thro' the nomination of Gen. Porter.   Mr. Crosby then asked me to specify what I would regard as a proceeding authorizing the step he had proposed.   I 1274S30—VOL 2—20-----G<>• admission, of delegates "not members: of either House" those Federalist, counties would be without representation, and tl\v Clinton support decreased.—W. C. P.!|-.. iJltlllrll.-.' Ill' 'I'l.lUpl.ai!, :llll| S'ull till!. II Illitl .ttt'i,.'- ,';p-I|.-. V t • -i .( t.: • ii-H^i..'int.nl -'I' rthilnM ;i||.| li.-riiili.- I'. i-.,n,-il,.| |.. hliii If •:•.;-. .ii'! ("ill I'iii.t'iU :m.| .-j. -if :t !'!<->i-,c- I.. \nii IMC Yiniir>>r .tiul 't'l'Hijil.ia ; IT lii ».!!it<- \\>-\>- j.'.-.-i>'.l in it mi t'.. .-!••.•(.!( .-I H.-l.'l. ,"-'•-.-ill-, thai r.ili'h a i-.ni.'.- .inn \\mllil • U «• I i.. tn.'•;•-. .-"i U'.al t Uufi.ii h.ul i,. .•!.(=,i- unit!,', tv-uiu-ili'il lu Hi.- parly ami \vu>. ji).-il;-.-.l (.. .n[.-,..,i: .Ml il-.
